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Pope Francis encouraged religious sisters and consecrated women to continue to
show courage amid difficulties, even if it means pushing back against the church
they serve faithfully.

"I invite them to fight when, in some cases, they are treated unfairly, even within the
church; when they serve so much that they are reduced to servitude, at times, by
men of the church," the pope said.

In a video message released by the Pope's Worldwide Prayer Network on Feb. 1, the
pope offered his prayer intention for the month of February, which he dedicated to
religious and consecrated women. At the start of each month, the network posts a
short video of the pope offering his specific prayer intention.

"Let us pray for religious sisters and consecrated women, thanking them for their
mission and their courage; may they continue to find new responses to the
challenges of our times," he said.
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In his video message, the pope said that without the presence of religious and
consecrated women, the church "cannot be understood," and he called on them "to
discern and choose what is best for their mission in the face of the world's
challenges that we're experiencing."

"I exhort them to keep working and to have an impact with the poor, with the
marginalized, with all those who are enslaved by traffickers; I especially ask them to
make an impact on this," he said.

Pope Francis prayed that religious and consecrated women would continue "to show
the beauty of God's love and compassion" not only through their work, "but above
all through your witness of consecration."

"Thank you for what you are, for what you do, and for how you do it," the pope said.
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